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EDITOR’S NOTES

You’re often damned if you do,
damned if you don’t when buying
and selling machines. Unless he’s
made of money, the typical collector
will try to buy machines as cheaply
as possible, and, when it comes time
to sell, unload them as expensively as
possible. The marketplace tends to
temper both sides of the equation.

Once in a while, however, it
doesn’t hurt, to offer fellow collec-
tors a good deal or two, with the

knowledge that what goes around,
comes around. But sometimes you
can offer up machines on a silver
platter, only to have them ignored. A
while back I had a very decent Jewett
which I had purchased privately for
$175. It was doing nothing on my
shelf, and I would have sold it for
what I paid for it. A friend expressed
interest, but took no action for a year.

In another case, I had a lovely set
of folding Corona Specials—four
machines in all, one in each color:
red, blue, green and black. At the last
ETC meeting in Southern California,
I offered them at auction, deciding to
accept as little as $200 for the lot. To
my surprise and chagrin, the bidding
never got that high.

Both deals were very good buys
at my prices, but with no action, I
sent them to a public auction, and did
much better. Too bad somebody
missed some bargains, but at least I
tried.

T

It may be somewhat obvious, but
membership in ETC is a great public-
ity tool for collectors in their hunt for
machines. Each year, members are
given the opportunity to obtain a per-
sonalized letterhead (prompt renewal
required), and the name of the group
itself lends weight and credibility to
any collector. Since we have no of-
ficers or formal structure, every
member is equal to every other mem-
ber... or should consider himself to
be. So, when you’re contacting your
local newspapers, putting out your
flyers, and extending your reach, let
people know you represent the Early
Typewriter Collectors Association. It
sounds good... it is good.

If someone asks about joining,
pass along the name and address. If
someone asks about advertising a
machine for sale in our magazine, try
to buy it yourself first, and if you
don’t want it, pass it along for others.

Tit

David Proper, of Keene, NH sent
in a newspaper article informing us
all that public schools no longer offer
“typing classes.” Wherever you go,
it’s called “keyboarding” these days,
and it’s almost always taught using
computers. An example is given from
Redding, CA, where students at Se-
quoia Middle school get 36 days of
lessons each year in sixth, seventh
and eighth grades. When I was a kid,
it was usually a one-semester course
in high school. Many modern classes
also teach the 10-key numerical key-
board as well. I wonder if students
are reminded that the QWERTY key-
board dates from 1873 and the pres-
ent 10-key layout is an artifact of
19147 Do they also have to tell them
not to confuse the 10-key adding
machine buttons with the ones on
their telephone? 1-9 on the phone are
reversed, but I suppose teenagers
pick that one up right away.

T

BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS.

In addition to his Collector’s En-
cyclopedia (see p. 10), Paul Lipp-
man is now offering a xerox repro-
duction of the Text Book on Type-
writer Repairing by H. C. Frierson.
This is a 1912 volume covering Rem-
ington upstrike, and visibles 10&11,
Smith Premier visible and upstrike,
Oliver, Underwood, Royal, Monarch,
early L.C. Smith and Fox upstrike
and visible; 362 drawings and 122
pages of text. Price is $22 + $4 ship-
ping in the US. Contact Paul Lipp-
mann, 1216 Garden St., Hoboken, NJ
07030.

Jack Lacy sent us an ad from
NOMDA’s Hotline offering the Dan
Post books. Mares’ History of the
Typewriter, The Typewriter & the
Men Who Made it, and Collector’s
Guide to Antique Typewriters are
priced at $28.25 ppd for all three. Fif-
teen repro instruction manuals are
$11.50 ppd. Write: NOMDA Educa-
tional Foundation, Attn: Museum
Books, 12411 Wornall Rd., Kansas
City, MO 64145.
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An intriguing discovery... This 40-column Burroughs adder (Comptometer-type) was displayed at Chicago’s Century of
Progress Exhibition in 1933. The text below is taken from a Burroughs brochure. The big machine was one of a kind,
...and collectors can only wonder whatever became of it!

A Calculator That
Will Count Duodecillions*

¢ The long machine above is a
Burroughs Calculator- the largest
of its kind in the world. It will
count up to within one of ten duo-
. decillions.

0 Perhaps it would be well to
know a little more definitely just
what a duodecillion is. In brief it
is a number so great that the imag-
ination collapses before it.

¢ Imagine-if you can-that your
income is a million dollars a sec-
ond. Now, after that, suppose you
are ambitious enough to try count-
ing your wealth as it piles up.
Adding $1,000,000 a second-
$3,600,000,000 an hour - and
keeping up the pace day and night
with no stops for lunch or sleep, it
would take you 31,688,087,814-
028,950,237,026,896 years to ac-
cumulate a duodecillion dollars.

0 Now we are onino tn take vnn

HOW FAR IS ARCTURUS?

Arcturus, the star whose light officially
opened the Century of Progress, is 40 LIGHT
YEARS away from the earth.

Light travels at the rate of 186,000 miles
per second.

The calculation reguired to figure the
number of miles from Arturus to the Century
of Progress is:

186,000 (miles light travels per second
x 60 (seconds in one minute)
x_60 (minutes in one hour)
x 24 (hours in one day)
x 365-1/4 (days in one year)
x 40 (light years from Arcturus to Earth)

OR
186,000 x 60 x 60 x 24 x 365-1/4 x 40
WHICH EQUALS
234,788,544,000,000 MILES

0 This is only a starter. Mercury
and Venus have about the same
cubic dimensions. We won’t
count Mars. Jupiter would have
19,316 times as many drops as
the earth; Saturn 11,466 times as
many; Uranus 77 as many and
Neptune 186 times as many as
the earth. Now we have the entire
solar system except the sun-and
the moon. We’ll leave the moon
out and include the sun.

0 Besides the planets the sun is so
very big that all the planets com-
bined could be left out without
materially affecting the calcula-
tion. The sun would contain
1,820 times as many drops as all
of them together. The entire solar
system then would contain ap-
proximately 1,891,278,559,188-
892,000,000,000,000,000,000

drops, or about 1-1,000,000 of a

dnodecillion And that ic inct 1.































