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TYPEWRITER

The one typewriter

which has a radical, vital difference
from others

The one typewriter

which has the straight-line complete
keyboard

The one typewriter

with a mechanical type-cleaning de-
vice —saving time and soiled hands
Endorsed by all who have really
studied typewriter construction
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Smith Premier and Underwood go head-to-head in the

advertising section of Century Magazine,
September, 1905.
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! VISIBLE WRITING, [ \}

Perfect Construction and
doing the best and quick-
est work with least effort.

UNDERWO0OD TYPEWRITER CO.
241 Broadway, New York.
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Adapted for use with the
“'Unit Book-keeping System.”

Utw
N Ay
&

ETCetera #10 | March, 1990/ |




[ETCetera

Magazine of the Early
Typewriter Collectors
Association

March, 1990
No. 10

Editor,

Address Changes
DARRYL REHR
11433 Rochester Ave. #303
Los Angeles, CA 90025

(213)477-5229

©1990 by The Early Typewriter
Collectors Association

ETCetera is published 4 times a
year in March, June, Sept. and
Dec. Subscriptions open only to
members of the Early Type-
writer Collectors Assn. Mem-
bership rates $15/yr. ($20 out-

side North America).
EDITOR’S NOTES

A seller who caught high-price
fever advertised in the classifieds of
the Los Angeles Times. He offered
“Antique Typewriters. $300-1200.” A
phone call revealed that the high end of
his lot (about 12 machines) was a fold-
ing Hammond. The low end was a
Royal portable. I tried to give him
some facts, but he insisted these ma-
chines would bring these prices. A few
wecks later, his ad was still appearing,
with the price range dropped to $300-
900. Since then, it’s dropped from
sight. Think he found a sucker?

Ty

A worldwide (gasp!) debate seems
to be going on over the issue of mail
auctions to sell old typewriters. The
editors of Type-Writer Times and The
Typewriter Exchange have traded
opposing editorials on the subject. My
own opinion is a mild “live-and-let-
live” one. As I suggested a couple of

issues ago, common sense would dic-
tate that anyone should be able to sell
anything at any price as long as he
doesn’tlie, cheat or steal. Some people
seem to be getting very very upset over
all this. When you start getting upset
over old typewriters, it may be time to
step back, and take stock of the situ-
ation. As I often advise new collectors:
they’re only typewriters. Save your
strong emotions for important things,

Tt

The L.A. Times recently ran an
article (reprinted from the Washington
Post, I think) on the cutting edge of
keyboard technology. Some clever
engineers are coming up with key-
boards thatuse a “revolutionary” chor-
ding concept, by which the total num-
ber of keys is reduced, and the user
leamns to press combinations of keys
for each individual letter. The writer
asserts that users quickly learn the
correct combinations, and the system
is inherently faster than the present
QWERTY. I guess the clever engi-
neers never heard of the Gardner,
Dactygram or other offbeat machines
thatdied quick deaths due to the failure
of such systems. The more things get
different, the more they stay the same.

Tt

I came across a rare toy typewriter
at a flea market last December. It is
called a “Young American.” It is very
similar to the “American Visible,” a
little lightweight index machine made
by the same folks who brought us the
American index machine and the
American upstrike keyboard machine.
The American Visible uses a linear
rubber type strip moved into place
with an indicator positioned over an
index laid out in the form of a standard
QWERTY keyboard. When the indi-
cator is over the correct letter, a press
on the whole index plate does the print-
ing. The Young American differs
slightly in shape, but uses the same
principle except for the fact that it has
a seperate key for printing. Just an-
other one of those little obscurities that
I didn’t know about before. I figure a

few others didn’t know about it, too,
and I'd pass it along.

T

Darryl Kinnison, of Westwood,
CA wrote and told me about an all-
brass Comptometer he saw in an At-
lanta antiques store. He didn’t look at
it too closely, and by the time we con-
tacted the store it was gone, so we have
no details to impart. However, the idea
of an all-brass Comptometer is tanta-
lizing. For those who don’t know, the
Comptometer is pretty much to adding
machines what the Folding Corona is
to typewriters. It is a machine first
made in the 1880°s by Felt & Tarrantof
Chicago. The first models were en-
cased in wood and are very desirable.
Later models have metal enclosures
and are a dime a dozen. The Comp-
tometer isa machine with nine keys for
each column of capacity. The number
being entered registers immediately
upon pressing a key, with no need to
pull a handle or rotate a crank. If the
Comptometer Darryl saw really was
all-brass, it could have been made for
use on a naval vessel. There are a few
(a very few) all-brass Underwoods
around, and I’ve heard they were made
for that purpose as well.

T

My sister-in-law’s mother gave me
a surprise in coversation over dinner
during the holidays. She had seen the
Lambert on my collection shelf and
told me she fondly remembered play-
ing with a Lambert in her parents’
home asachild. This ladyis in her late
50’s, so her playtime with the Lambert
would have been in the 1930’s, when
the machine was itself only about 30 to
40 years old. Isuppose that compares
to a youngster today playing with one
of those round-comered Smith-Co-
rona portables of the 1950’s, right?
Anyway, it is the only personal mem-
ory I have ever heard anyone relate
about the Lambert typewriter as some-
thing other than a collector’s item.
Back then, it was just a piece of junk.
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AN ENCYCLOPEDIC VIEW

This page comes from an encyclopedia published about 1906. It is interesting to note the wide variety of machines at that
date which were considered “standard” by encylcopedia editors. When this was published, Remington, Smith Premier
and the other great blind-writer-makers were still two years away from going “visible.”











































