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AN “ELECTRIC”
BLICKENSDERFER?

Any beginning collector soon learns how rare and desir-
able the Blickensderfer Electric is. But to show you that
Murphy's Law is truly universal, consider the photo above.
Imagine yourself at home on a peaceful evening and receiv-
ing a phone call from Joe Blow in Breakneck Falls saying,
“Thave thisold electric typewriter. It'scalled a ‘Blickensder-
fer.” Are ya’ interested?”

A few skipped heartbeats later, you've struck a deal, and
you spend the next few weeks waiting for the fellow to “find
the right box” and ship the thing to you (hoping it is not
smashed in the process). But when the package arrives, what
do you find....7

The “electric” Blick shown above could well be the
surprise in our fictional story. It appears to be a primitive
teletype machine using a Blickensderfer 6 as a base. It is
owned by Joe Knight of San Pedro, CA, who displayed it
recently at a gathering of West Coast collectors. The
machine has an identical twin and Joe purchased the pair
together.

It would take a real electronic handyman to make sense
of the tangled wires, coils and whatnot, so it's unlikely the
machines will ever work again (assuming they once did).
But, for Joe, they're great bragging material: "Electric
Blicks? Sure! Ihave two of 'em!”
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THE MEMBERSHIP
ROSTER

The annual ETC membership ros-
terisalittle late getting to you this year
(we normally try to ship it with the
May issue), due to the sudden death in
April of Dan Post, who was our mem-
bership chairman.

We apologize for any errors or
omissions, but we have still been un-
able to get Dan's complete records.

Use the list the make new friends,
organize regional get-togethers, build
new contacts. It's hoped the roster will
be a useful tool to everybody.

TYPEWRITER
MYSTERY

MEMORIES OF SYRACUSE

William Dyer, Jr.
Indianapolis, IN

My Dad went to Syracuse in 1902
to run the Smith Premier Typewriter
Company as its vice-president and
general manager. The company had
been sold by the Smiths to the Union
Typewriter Company, though the
Smiths stayed on as executives. How-
ever a chap named Gabriel in the plant
invented what became the L.C. Smith.
Instead of taking it to Mr. Clarence
Seamans [a Remington/Union execu-
tive], he brought it to the Smiths, who
determined to start their own company
to manufacture it. That’s when Dad
went to Syracuse. Mother and I, at age
1, followed a year later.

The picture of the Monarch plant
[in ETCetera #7] on South Clinton
Street was the original Smith Premier
Plant. Irecall visiting it with my Dad
as a young kid. I was especially im-
pressed by large covers that would
come down over the elevator shaft on
each floor as the elevator went up or

Smith Premier plant became the Mon-
arch plant.

I recall a lot more - how the Wag-
ner machine was offered to Seamans
who turned it down as the Smith Pre-
mier #2 and the Remington were then
the leading selling typewriters in the
world, how it became the Underwood,
when the Union Typewriter company
decided to produce their own ribbons
rather than buy them from the Under-
wood Ink Company. [ knew the Sea-
mans family well. Our large house in
Syracuse, built in 1908, had lumber
from a company in Illion in which
Benedict had an interest. He had
loaned Seamans $20,000 as Seaman’s
original investment in Wyckoff, Sea-
mans & Benedict, the company which
put across the Remington typewriter,
Clarence Seamans was the salesman
of the three; he had come from Fair-
banks Scale...


































