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O
rotected through its gestation by a cocoon of secrecy,
shielded from predators until precisely the right
moment (in this case, the Louisiana Exposition of 1904)
and finally bursting forth in all its glorious splendor....the
Monarch was bom!

After reading and rereading the History of the
Typewriter, Successor to the Pen, by G.C. Mares (and
reprinted by Dan Post) two things kept popping into my
mind.

First was the absence of any mention of either the
inventor or the producer of the Monarch, and unusual
emphasis on the man who was in charge of the display at
the Louisiana Exposition, the late F. J. Tanner.

Second was the mention of E. E. Bamey as being with
the Monarch Typewriter Company from its start in 1904
and the book's documentation of his career from his early

by Tom Fitzgerald
Philadelphia, PA

beginning with the Crandall Company in 1877
throughout the 1920's when he was with various entities
of the Trust known as the Union typewriter Company. A
complete history of his long career is documented
...except, strangely, a three-year gap beginning in 1901
when he left Seidel & Naumann in Dresden, and when he
is reported to have joined Monarch in 1904.

After researching these two seemingly unrelated items,
I have come to the conclusion that they are indeed related
and that the visible-writing Monarch was an offspring of
the Trust from its very inception, perhaps even as early as
1897!

When the Trust was formed in 1893, Wilbert L. Smith
was named a Director, a position he held until he and his
brothers abandoned the amalgamation in 1903,

The Cylclopedia of American Biographies reports that
during the course of this ten-year period Wilbert was
charged with the responsibility of building the Monarch
plant in Syracuse, NY. Since the Monarch was not
introduced to the public until a year after the Smiths
departed, it is safe to presume that the Trust had been
working on its development for at least a few years.

It is not surprising that Wilbert would have chosen
Syracuse as the site for the manufacture of the Monarch.
After all, Syracuse was the home of the Smith Premier
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