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This four-row Oliver is a prototype using U-shaped type bars.
It was built in 1922, but never produced by the company.

THE UNKNOWN OLIVER

by Darryl Rehr

Mention a four-row Oliver to most collectors, and they'll immediately think of
the conventional frontstroke products made by British Oliver in the years following
the demise of the original Oliver company. However, photographs have now been
discovered, revealing the existence of a prototype four-row Oliver, using U-shaped
type bars, built in 1922. '

The photos come from the collection of the McHenry County (Illinois)
Historical Society, which received them from the estate of Chester Nelson, who
was the very last employee of the Oliver Typewriter company.

Nelson joined the company about 1908, and worked as a cost accountant. He
spent 20 years there, observing the heady success of the Oliver Typewriter, as well
as its decline in the face of competition from the 4-row, fronstrike machines.
Oliver's original strategy to face this challenge was to get rid of its network of
salesmen, and, by saving their commissions, cut the $100 price of their machine in
half. Selling directly to the public, the plan worked, and sales skyrocketed. At its
peak, Oliver was making 375 machines a day. The labor force grew to 875, each
worker putting in 10 hours a day, six days a week at a salary of $3 daily, in cash.

(continued on page 4)
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tion itself is not equipped to do
things like booking meeting rooms, or
handling the myriad of logistical details
necessary in setting up a worthwhile
meeting. If some member would like to
step forward to take on this kind of
work, the Association will provide all
the support it can. Members in
Southern California intend to continue
meeting on a small scale a few times
each year. We encourage other members
in other areas to do likewise. ETC will
provide publicity support where needed.
If you plan a meeting, try to schedule it
so that a notice can be published in the
quarterly newsletter.

As editor of BTCetera, 1 will
continue as a member of the managing
committee. Dan Post will continue as
steward of the membership roster,
maintaining the mailing list and
keeping records of who had joined, who

before. Tom Fitzgerald brought his
Brooks, and Dennis and Lee Ann Clark
brought several small index machines of
great charm including the Columbia
Index and a Coffman. I was unable to
bring machines from California for
exhibition, but found that this was a
great occasion to carry along my
collection album (the kind of thing I
have encouraged other collectors to
make in a previous issue of ETCetera).
The certain surprise of the day was
Paul Lippman's arrival announcing that
his entire collection was for sale. The
houskeeping, he said, was getting too
much for him. Paul hobbled up to the
house with his wife Barbara. He
recently had major surgery on his knee,
and was in the midst of a long physical
therapy program to get up to his old
speed, which, T understand, will happen -
-- it will just be a matter of time. Paul














































