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SEASONS
GREETINGS

The bearings of the Smith Premier make a perfect holiday wreath if you see them
from a bird's-eye-view. The illustration is taken [rom Schriebmaschinen und
Schriften-Vervielfiltigung by Friedrich Miiller, originally published in 1900. Best
wishes to collectors everywhere as ETCetera begins its second year of publication.

ETCetera #5 | November, 1988 | 1




KT Cetera

Newsletter of the Early
Typewriter Collectors
Association

Nov., 1988
No. 5

Editor
Darryl Rehr

©1988 by The Early Typewriter
Collectors Association

EDITOR'S
NOTES

Ed Peters sent me a note written to
him by Dave Kintzler asking about the
triple-shift Hammond he had recently
acquired. Ed says he has never seen one
and asked me if I had.

Yes, indeed. In fact, the first
Hammond I owned was a folding model
with a triple shift. This is the "engineer-
ing" model mentioned in the Hammond
instruction  manual  available in
reproduction form from Dan Post. The
shuttles for this machine have four rows
of characters. The one I owned, unfor-
tunately did not come with any four-row
shuttles, so the machine's features could
not be fully exploited.

tt

Taking Ed Peters' continual advice to
seek publicity, I sent an article on the
Bumns Typewriter (see ETCetera #2) to
the Buffalo News in hopes that it might
smoke out another one, and, if not that,
then maybe some other old goodies.
The paper did not run my piece, but did
quote from it extensively, and ran a
photo of the Burns on display at the
Buffalo & Frie County Historical
Society. Despite the understanding [
thought I had made with the paper over
the phone, they stiffed me. They used
my material, but did not run my address
as they said they would. Nice guys!

Tt

Based on tip from Jim Kavanagh, 1
started fooling around with handyman's

shop hand cleaner as a cleaner for
typewriter parts. It really works well!
The stuff I used was STP brand. It's a
greasy, lanolin-enriched product, and I
notice there are many similar products
on the hardware shelf. I intentionally
chose not to use a hand cleaner with
ammonia in it, as I have used a greasy
ammonia-laden metal cleaner before,
and, though it works, it does tend to
strip decals off some machines. The
hand cleaner works especially well when
accompanied by light scrubbing with a
3M nylon pad. The pad might scratch
metal or painted surfaces if used dry, but
with the hand cleaner as a lubricant and

cmulsifier, you've got an ideal
combination.
T
I take a little pride in sharing the
following with fellow collectors.
Pennsylvania Magazine recently

accepted an article I wrote for them
about Pennsylvania typewriters. After a
suggestion from Ed Reis of Piutsburgh,
1 submitted the piece to PM, and they
accepted. Not hard to come up with an
article centered on the Keystone State.
Sholes, after all, was a Pennsylvania
native, as was Densmore. Machines
produced in Pennsylvania were the
National of 1889, Daugherty &
Pittsburg, McCool, Bennett, Keystone,
Travis and Elliott-Fisher. Erie was the
birthplace of George Blickensderfer, and
Allentown was home to Richard Uhlig,
the prolific inventor of the Allen (named
after the town), Commercial Visible and
many others.

Another publication seeking out my
writing work was The Office, a national
magazine for office managers. 1 wrote
them a piece (for their November issue)
on the development of the modem
typewriter in "only" five major improve-
ments on the first. These quantum
leaps in typewriter technology were: 1)
the shift key, 2) visible design, 3)
electric typewriters, 4) the golfball
design of the IBM Selectric, S) elec-
tronic typewriters. At least that is my
interperetation.  Anyone think I left
anything out?

Tt

Bob Oliver, of England, sent me a
nice gift recently to express his
appreciation of my work on ETCetera.
It was an homemade clock made of
matchsticks with pictures of old
typewriters instead of numerals on the

face. On the rear was this message:
"ETC CLOCK....Something 1 made
with a few matches. There are a lot of
years between this and the other side.
Hope you find it useful.”

Tt

A man at a hardware store gave me a
valuable tip on freeing frozen screws.
Get a small punch-type tool (I used a
nail countersink). Place the tip at the
outside edge of the screwdriver slot on
the frozen screw. Give it a few taps
with a hammer, and watch the screw
start to move. It really works.

th

At a recent antique show, I picked up
an old Johnson Smith catalog, vintage
1938. Any kid in America who ever
read a comic book will remember
Johnson Smith's ads for its giant
catalog of "noveélties,” including such
gizmos as X-Ray Specs, and the ever-
popular “Ventrilo" which enabled you to
"apparently” throw your voice.

In the 577-page 1938 edition, I noted
two typewriters for sale: a Simplex and
an American Flyer. The Simplex was
offered in caps only for $1.25 and with
upper and lower for $3.95, a surprising
price difference. The American Flyer,
available only as an upper/lower ma-
chine, was $2.50, and was sold via a
full-page layout versus 1/3-page for the
Simplex. Though toys and toy-like
objects are the meat of the Johnson
Smith Catalog, neither typewriter was
sold as such. Both were highly-touted
for being able to produce work as good
as the "standard" machines, and this as
late as 1938.

T

Ned Brooks of Newport News,
Virginia wrote and wondered why I
didnt mention The Century of the
Typewriter by Wilf Beeching in my
piece on typewriter books in last issue's
Back to Basics. Gee, Ned, I suppose 1
should have. The Beeching book is a
good one for pictures, many of which
are taken from the Milwaukee Public
Museum's catalog of its Carl Dietz
Collection. The Milwaukee catalog is
no longer available, so Wilf did us a
service in republishing some photos of
very rare machines. However, Century
has some serious factual problems.
Still, it belongs in any collector's
library.
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THE
APOCHRYPHAL
ROYAL "GRAND"

Rarest Typewriter of
Them AllI?

Every so often one comes across a
reference 1o the Royal "Grand,” but no
one has ever actually seen one, And its
history, or the fact of its existence, has
never been documented satisfactorily.
While rummaging through my files 1
came across an interesting clue to this
elusive rachine.

It is on a clipping from what I guess
to be an issue of Ames Ow Man
Friday, house organ for typewriter
repairmen and dealers.  Undated, but 1
would guess 1940's, possibly 50's.































