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EDITOR'S NOTES

How to Enjoy Your Collection More
Without Buying More Machines: 1
have made a practice of keeping a fairly
complete photo album of the machines
in my collection, as well as those which
used to be in my collection. When a
new arrival is placed on the shelf, I take
a good, close-up photo with a 35 mm
camera, and paste it on a page along
with a card recording the make, serial
number, date of manufacture, where
acquired, from whom, at what price,
condition, and any other interesting
facts. The pages are 3-hole-punched to
fit in a looseleaf, so that when/if I trade
the machine, it then is transferred to the
“come and gone" section of my album,
along with a notation of its next
destination. Leafing through this book
is always lots of fun. It also includes a
section of old advertisements clipped
from old magazines, another good
substitute for buying typewriters when
the flea markets have none. As for the
photos themselves, I use 400 ASA
film, to permit a small lens opening
and, thus, the greatest depth of field.
I've discovered that natural light is
prettier than flash in most cases, and set
my machines on my frosted glass dining
table, next to a large window. This
provides a strong side light, and is very
dramatic. I use Dick Dickerson's trick
of opening the lens one stop more than
the meter indicates (to compensate for
the black so prevalent on most
machines), although I usually take more
than one shot, and bracket the exposure.
This provides extra photos for future
trades. In taking photos you should

carefully eyeball the refelections on the
paint, and move the machine around so
the reflections don't sit over any im-
portant decals. Reflections show up as
hot spots, and obscure detail. When
you look at them, your mind ignores
hot spots, but the camera won't.
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Restoration Tip:...and you'll kick
yourself like I did for not thinking of it
sooner. Have you ever tried to shine
up a forest of key shafts to make a
Yost, Smith Premier or other such
machine look nicer? Assuming you
can remove the shafts from the linkage,
mount each one in the shaft of your
rotary tool, and simply let ‘er spin
while wrapping the shaft with a soft
abrasive pad like that green nylon
sponge 3M makes. It takes seconds!
I'm red-faced at having spent all that
time whizzing the dirt off the little
things with a little wire wheel.

1t

TYPEWRITERS IN THE MEDIA:
Looking at a tape of The Man Who
Would Be King recently, I noticed
Christopher Plummer as Rudyard Kip-
ling typing on what appeared to be an
Oliver 2. I don't know what precise
date in which John Huston intended to
set his film, but I suspect early 1890's
at the latest, which would have made
the Oliver one of the very first to reach
as far away as India. The earliest date I
have ever seen for this machine is late
1894, and another source dates it at
1896. A while back I saw an Oliver in
the window of a Vallejo, CA typewriter
shop with a sign declaring it to be the
machine used by Burt Lancaster in Bird
Man of Alcatraz. Haven't rented the
movie to check it out, though. And at
the end of January, I saw Jack Lemmon
typing on an Oliver 3 in The Murder of
Mary Phagan, a miniseries on NBC,
set in 1911. OK, that's what I have
seen. How about everybody else?

Tt

Reading over the proofs of ETCetera
No. 2, I came across the inevitable
typos, most of which have to do with
last-minute changes and my still
imperfect mastery of the computer
process. Every publisher needs a good
excuse for such goofs. Mine is simple.
‘We don't pay the proofreader enough.

I've noticed that a number of
contributors to ETCetera have used
Richard Dickerson's name as a means of
making a point. For those who don't
know him, Dick lives in Pasadena, CA,
is a professor of microbiology at
UCLA, and has a breathtakingly-
beautiful collection, which is certainly
the pride of the L.A. area, if not the
Western U.S. I met Dick early on in
my collecting days, and have never
ceased to be impressed with his
attention to detail. You will notice his
skills in the article on the Hammond
No. 1 which appears in this issue.
Whenever a writer refers to an obscure
variation that "only Dick Dickerson
would appreciate,” consider it a light-
hearted tribute to a real expert. When I
first. met him, I expressed my astonish-
ment with the number of machines and
amount of information he had gathered.
Dick's reply was simple: "Anything
that's worth doing is worth overdoing."

T

For those that don't know, I make my
living (or rather try to make my living)
as a writer/director for television. With
that in mind, Ed Peters recently wrote
the following to me:

"Knowing you're associated with
show biz, it occurred to me that you
could put your Burns beside your Allen
(if you have one). They could be
playing at the Bijou in Oliver; and star
in the movie version made by your 20th
Century Fox. All you need to do is hire
a Hall in Manhattan, and as the first act,
you dig up Bing...

"Etc. etc...that line of thought could
go on and on to total boredom, all over
the Globe or the World."

Thanks, Ed. That was fun.

Tt

I got a good chuckle recently when
somebody called be about "old type-
writers" and was forced, in layman's
terms, to describe some. "Well," he said
“they all have those pluckers that come
up, you know..." Pluckers? That was
one I'd not heard. After a brief
interrogation, 1 determined "Pluckers"
equals "Typcbars.” Maybe they should
call them Pluckwriters.

11

2/ETCetera #3/April, 1988




FANNY KEMBLE (continued from page 1)

Fanny evidently was a prolific writer of letters, and several
appearing in a printed collection of them refer to her "printing
machine" as early as 1876. Also evidencing her use of a
Sholes & Glidden is an original letter in 1876 to her grandson
Owen Wister (1860-1938), later author of The Virginian.

A biography by Dorothy Marshall says the typewriter was
given to Fanny in October, 1875 by her son-in-law, probably

The letter reads in part:
MY DEAR OWEN:

YOUR FATHER TELLS ME, THAT YOU WISH ME TO PRINT YOU A LETTER,
BUT MY POOR MACHINE HAS BEEN SO LONG OUT OF ORDER ,& OUT OF
USE THAT | HAVE ALMOST FORGOTTEN HOW TO WRITE WITH IT. LAST
NIGHT,HOWEVER, WITHINFINITE DIFFICULTY, WECONTRIVEDTOPUTITTO
RIGHTS FORME, SO IHASTEN TO TRY MY HAND AT IT ONCE MORE IN YOUR
BEHALF..YOU SEE, MY DEAR BOY, | HAVE FORGOTTEN HOW TO
REGULATE THE SPACES BETWEEN MY LINES, & MY INK HAS FITS, LIKE
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