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The beautifully-ornamented Burns No. 1 Typewriter #19
once owned by inventor Frank Burns of Westfield, New York

BURNS NO. 1

A Magnificent Obscurity
by Darryl Rehr

When G.C. Mares was writing his History of the Typewriter in the
early 1900's, he wrote to the Burns Typewriter Company of Buffalo, NY, asking
for the firm'’s literature on their Burns Typewriter, which had been produced in
1890. Unlike other companies, which provided numerous illustrations and
detailed descriptions, the Burns people wrote back:

“We have never had any catalogues or descriptions of the machine
published and at present could not furnish you with the information that
you ask for, and can only say that letter is written on a machine that has
been in constant service for eight years without any repairs, and must
leave you to judge whether the machine does good work or not.”

(continued on page 6)
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EDITOR'S
NOTES

The technology used for producing
ETCetera would, no doubt, have made
C.L. Sholes and his contemporaries
gasp. In fact, it makes me gasp at
times.

This publication is composed on a
Macintosh Computer, using word
processing and electronic layout
software. The typefaces you see are, at
the moment, dictated more by what is in
my software than strict aesthetics. As
for layout and composition, suffice it to
say that it is a learning process, since I
have never done anything like this
before. I'll be experimenting as the next
few issues come out, and the appearance
may change.

Once composed, the publication is
typeset on an Apple LaserWriter printer,
which takes data from the computer's
disc, and transforms it into a printed
page using the xerographic process.
The typefaces are built into the
LaserWriter, and are very close to what
you might get by using old-fashioned
printing.

Masters from the LaserWriter need

mail, there is very little excitement.
I already know everything that's in it!

T+t

An antiques dealer who runs a booth
at Seattle's Pioneer Square Antique Mall
wrole to inform me of a typewriter
being offered by one of the mall's other
dealers. To quote, "It is a Multiplex
Hammond, manufactured in the U.S.
His tag says '1890-1900, $749.00.”

When somebody tells me a story like
this, I often reply saying I'll sell that
dealer all the Hammonds he wants for
$350 each (allowing more-than-double
markup). I have never had a response.

Tt

Anyone who frequents the flea
markets may have noticed that the
original not-so-old Polaroid SX-70
camera can be had for something in the
$25-range. For typewriter collectors,
this is a bargain you may wish to grab.
The SX-70 is a focusing reflex camera,
which gives you the ability to take a
single, good, close-up, in-focus picture
of a machine on demand. Yes, SX-70
film is expensive, but when you just
want that one shot to send someone
for a proposed trade, it's better to spend
a 75¢-$1 instead of the $7.50 or so for
the whole roll of 35mm. If you plan to
look around for a cheap SX-70, I
suggest investing in a pack of film.
Take it to the flea markets with you and
have it handy as a tester to be sure your
bargain works.

Tt

Celebrity Typewriters: The L.A.
Times recently ran photos of the writing
machines used by two famous writers.
First was Will Roger's typewriter: a
Remington 3 portable, on display at the
humorist's house in Santa Monica.
Second was William Saroyan's "first"
typewriter, an Underwood 5, on display
at the playwright's home in Northern
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TW's on TV: I saw three oldies on
the Tube in recent months, all of them
on PBS. First was on an episode of
"Upstairs Downstairs," where Sir
Richard employed a freelance scretary,
who came equipped with her own
machine. No closeups provided, but it
appeared to be either a Perkeo, Bijou or
Erika. At first I thought it was a
Folding Corona, but it had a little lever
outside of the frame at left of the
keyboard. The European folders have
such levers, Coronas don'. The
“secretary,” by the way, was correctly
referred to as the "typewriter," and she
remarked something to the effect that
society would one day soon have to
decide whether by that it means the
machine or its operator.

A Folding Corona did show up on
"This Old House." It was a strictly-
omamental accessory placed on an
antique desk. Bob Villa's comment:
"Hey, I like the typewriter."

A Remington blind-writer (#6, 1
think) was seen on the same show
during a tour of a Victorian house/
museum located in Phoenix.

Tt

How Mistakes Are Made: A lady
called me recently saying she had a
typewriter made in New Zealand. A few
questions revealed that the machine was
not New Zealish, but British, an
Imperial. But what kind? I asked if it
had a curved keyboard, and the answer
was "Yes." I then went on to explain
that this was most likely an Imperial
Model B, made in England, etc. etc. I
was going to advertise this in the
Typewriter Trader for the lady, and since
it was convenient for me to go see it, I
did. To my surprise, I saw an Imperial
Portable Model T of 1942. The moral:
don't expect non-collectors to understand
you when you say things like "curved
key-board.” To this lady, "typebars" and


































